470.   THE TRANSVAAL ORDINANCE
ASSENT OF IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT: DEPUTATION POSTPONED
The saying, " Man proposes and God disposes",1 has proved true
in the case of the Transvaal Indians.
LORD ELGIN'S REPLY
The deputation which was to proceed to England to represent our
grievances [to the authorities there] was scheduled to sail on Monday,
October 1; but owing to some obstacle, its departure has been postponed
by a week. Just as arrangements were being made for booking the passages
of delegates by steamer and letters were despatched to all the places to
say that the deputation would leave on Monday, a communication2 was
received from Lord Selborne on Tuesday morning. It said :
Lord Elgin desires Lord Selborne to inform you that though the former
is aware that the new legislation does not effect all the improvements in the
condition of the Indians which His Majesty's Government would desire, he has
approved it as removing some of the hardships to which Asiatics are subject and
goes as far as is possible on the eve of responsible government. Lord Elgin adds
that, while delegates from the Transvaal, if sent, will be given every opportu-
nity for stating their views, he does not consider that any useful purpose is likely
to be served by sending the deputation.
MEANING OF THE LETTER
The implication of the letter is that Lord Elgin asks us not to send
a deputation. It is obvious that there is nothing to be gained by the
deputation going to England after the Ordinance has been passed. The
other implication is that, since the Indian community has made a show
of strength and has resolved to oppose the Ordinance, it should be sup-
pressed. This is the way of the British: to look at accretions of strength
with a stern eye and to dash them to the ground. Lord Selborne must
have advised Lord Elgin that, if the deputation went to England and
if he received it, the Indian community would be led to entertain hopes of
the Ordinance being dropped and that the community would meanwhile
go,on gathering strength. It would therefore be advisable to nip in the
bud their growing strength. Acting presumably on such advice, Lord Elgin
has approved the Ordinance without listening to what the -deputation
has to say.
This has ever been the way of the British with a subject people. They
have succeeded in it for the most part, since a conquered .and subdued
people is brave only in words, and shrinks back at the time of action.
iThe saying in Gujarati literally means, Tasks begun by us remain unfinished; only
God's wfll will be done.'
2 The letter was dated September 24, 1906. This as well as the translation of Lord
Selborne's letter on p. 457 has been collated with the English texts of the relevant letters,